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Boy in a Lifebuoy – 60 Years On 
 

A Hemel Hempstead nine-year-old spent Christmas Day 1951 onboard a ship in the middle of the Pacific Ocean 
and he wouldn’t see his mum again until 13 years later.  “I was told that I would be going to a country called New 
Zealand a long way away and that I would be looked after by kind people who would 
help me get a better life.”   
Mr. Chambers was among hundreds of displaced children who were shipped to New 
Zealand to start new lives with new families during the 1950s.  Many child migrants 
were abused and are still unable to track their roots.  Anthony explained.  “There are 
still elderly men and women who are suffering the psychological effects of being 
separated from their families and even to this day they have not been able to locate 
their birth mothers and families.”   
How did this heartbreaking deportation happen?  Mr Chambers explains “Mum went 
to the local authority to ask for help to have me looked after, in what she believed 
would be short-term so she could go to work,” he said.  “My mother seems to have misunderstood the agreement.  

She seemed to understand that it was only going to be a temporary 
measure and at some time I would be sent back to her.”  “I should have 
never been sent away, but I am claiming that I was one of the lucky 
ones.  I would not now wish to change it.”  Unlike some other children 
he was welcomed and adopted into a loving family, enjoyed a happy 
childhood and grew into a New Zealander. 
But it was not until Anthony was 22 and after saving up enough money 
through his job as a typesetting engineer that he was reunited with his 
birth mother.  “I had enough money to go anywhere in the world.  I got a 
ship to Singapore and travelled mostly over-land from the Far East to 
Britain. 
“I plucked up the courage to step off the train at Hemel Hempstead.  It 
was a big step for me.”  He was welcomed with open arms by his birth 
mother and family but Mr Chambers did not stay in the UK for long. 
While in London he met and married Maria, and in 1967 they set off to 
travel the world before setting up home in New Zealand.  He returned to 
the UK for short stays with Maria before they moved back permanently 
in 1994.   
Mr Chambers has written about his life as a migrant child.  He was 
contacted by Sejal Deshpande, who used the filmed interview as part of 
her media course at Birmingham University, she was assisted by 
Sonam Tanna, a broadcast media student.  You can view the short 
documentary film http://vimeo.com/6249351.  As part of filming he met 
the Dacorum Mayor, Cllr. Stephen Holmes.  Mr Chambers said: “Now 

the birth town that sent me away has reconciled me through the Mayor.  It was very important to me that I have 
been welcomed home publicly by the Mayor.  It took me a lifetime to come back emotionally.” 
Anthony has always stayed close to his adoptive family.  “I want to publicly thank my old and new families in Hemel 
Hempstead and Christchurch in New Zealand for their lifetime of help and support.” 
 

Based on an article by Victoria West and Anthony Chambers published in The Gazette newspaper, Wednesday 8th July 2009. 

Photo: Top: Anthony with his adoptive parents (May and Arthur) at home in Christchurch, dated 1963.  Bottom: Anthony 
Chambers and Cllr. Stephen Holmes (Mayor of Dacorum) taken 2009 outside Hemel Hempstead Civic Centre. 
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Bingo Night 
 

Our first ever Bingo Night took place on Saturday 9th October.  Many local 
businesses had offered support by donating some fantastic prizes, these 
included Berkhamsted Arts & Crafts, WH Smith, Kodak, and Sainsbury's. 

We successfully raised £100, many thanks to Bovingdon History Group for 
the donation and to Hemel Hempstead Community Church for the kind use 
of their building.  Again none of our events would take place without the 
support of our excellent volunteers, so our thanks go out to Kathy Ridges, 
Margaret Brown & Jo Biddiss. 

Special thanks go to Richard Tregoning, DHT’s External Fundraising 
Director and Chairman of Wigginton History Society, who was our Bingo 
Caller for the evening.  Everyone enjoyed the event especially our winners! 

Bev Walker 
Community Fundraising Director 

Photo: Jo Biddiss was one of the lucky prize winners. 
 
 

Kings Langley Turnpike 
 

Some of the roads of the village were already established in the 13th 
Century.  The road from London to Berkhamsted went along the east 
side of the river next to the present railway line as the original Roman 
road had done.  The road through the village itself ran along Green 
Lane (the footpath beside today's Community Centre) to Rectory Lane. 
The original village was probably centred round the mill and along 
Water Lane.  Later there was a separate Royal part of the village 
beside the Palace and Friary at the top of `Le Corte Hill', the present 
Langley Hill.  It is thought that a third grouping of buildings developed in 
medieval times alongside the space which had come to be used for 
markets.  This was called New Chepinge at that time, and is now the 
High Street. 
In the 18th Century, improvements began on the main roads out of 
London.  The Sparrows Herne Turnpike Trust was given the task in 
1762 of `turn-piking' the road in this direction, that is of improving and 
draining the roadway and establishing toll houses at intervals, at which 
travellers made a payment towards the upkeep of the improved route. 
The turnpike approached Kings Langley by the old trackway from Hunton Bridge, and entered by the High Street.  

But, at that time there was no road 
continuing beyond the High Street's 
junction with Vicarage Lane and The Nap.  
The through route had to turn downhill 
towards the mill at that point and back 
towards Apsley along Rectory Lane.  The 
awkward turn into The Nap was difficult 
and dangerous, and in about 1823 a new 
road was cut across the old vicarage 
gardens, establishing the present line of 
the A4251 between Vicarage Lane and 
Rectory Lane.  
Before the railway was built in the 1830s it 
took about three and a half hours to go to 
London by coach and cost 4 shillings each 
way with a tip for the driver.  Travelling by 
road was tedious, slow and uncomfortable 

because of the state of the roads and the discomfort of the carriages.  From the advent of the railway the trains 
took over in popularity, until the days of motor buses and cars.  
Adapted from ‘Palace, Priory and Mills’ booklet published by Kings Langley Local History & Museum Society 1987. 

Photos: Top - Map of J. Cary dated 1790.  Main road enters High Street from Rectory Lane and The Nap.  Below - Post Card, 
High Street looking south, postmarked 27th September 1918.  From the KLLH&MS collection. 
 



Nina & Matthew’s Wedding – 10th September 2011 
 

We met six years ago at Northampton University through a mutual friend from the Dacorum area.   

My day started getting ready at my parent’s home in Hemel Hempstead with bridesmaids Clare (my sister), Jessica 
(a friend), Laura (Matthew’s sister) and two younger bridesmaids Chloe and Jessica (both Matthew’s cousins).  
The three older bridesmaids wore burgundy chiffon dresses, while the younger ones wore ivory dresses.  The 
bouquets, buttonholes and flowers garlands were red and burnt orange roses, pretty autumn colours.  

‘Something old, something new, something borrowed, 
something blue’ - I borrowed an old bracelet from my mum and 
wore my new, blue, very sparkly heels. 

Arriving at church in two burgundy vintage cars, we all really 
enjoy having a ride in the cars, we waved to people, some of 
them cheered and clapped when we drove through Chesham, 
we enjoyed being ‘royalty’ for a day.  

We had our service at St. Michael’s church, Chenies, it was 
important for us to have our wedding in church.  After the 
service we all just walked next door to the beautiful and 
historic Chenies Manor for the reception for 100 family and 
friends, and another batch of photographs. 

Our reception tables were individually designed on the theme 
of Disney villains.  For each table I had drawn the image of the 
villain and used props and jars of sweets themed around the 
character.  For example Ursula who is the villain in ‘The Little 
Mermaid’ I had shell shaped vases, light green and blue 
flowers draped in pearls.   

When I researched wedding cake designs, I found them too 
plain and boring.  So we decided to have something different.  
The wedding cake was designed around the film ‘Nightmare 
before Christmas’ directed by Tim Burton.  Coloured orange, 

red and purple with black silhouettes of trees and buildings, it looked fantastic.   

Instead of a book for guests to sign we hired a Video Booth, where guests could record personal messages on 
film.  We had such a laugh watching them after the wedding.  Some guests said lovely things that made us cry, 
some wrote poems and some sang (terribly), there was a whole range from really funny to very moving. 

Our honeymoon was in Disney World, Orlando, Florida and had an amazing time.  The best day was at Discovery 
Cove swimming with dolphins and stingrays. 

Nina Glencross 
Assistant Curator 

 

The Tragic Sinking of the Lusitania 
 

It was May 7, 1915 when the ill-fated British ocean liner RMS Lusitania, travelling from New York City to Liverpool, 
met with its destiny.  The origin of the ship’s name derived from the ancient Roman province of Lusitania, which 
can be found in present day Portugal.  During World War I, the largest ship of its time fell subject to a torpedo 
attack.  

Cobh, Ireland – formerly Queenstown - was the closest port of call to the location where disaster struck.  Identified 
by German U-Boat U-20, Lusitania was torpedoed causing the vessel to sink just eighteen minutes away from the 
Old Head of Kinsale.  1,142 people were killed, leaving 764 survivors.  Such a misfortune presenting itself relatively 
early within the First World War resulted in lacking expectations of submarine warfare and tactics for evasion were 
implemented.  However, the tragic incident became an iconic motif in military recruiting campaigns supplying 
reasons for war and significantly contributed to the involvement of America in the war. 

A photograph of a Mr A. C. Neville found in the Gazette May 15, 1915 shows a former Berkhamsted fishmonger 
and poulterer who became one of the tragically lost lives.  Although his wife survived, his children were also killed 
during the torpedo attack.  Originally having emigrated to Toronto, Canada in 1912, the Neville’s were travelling 
back to England when the catastrophe occurred.  Mr Neville had been a member of St. Peter's church choir.  

Militated in an article by the BBC, the last remaining survivor of the Lusitania - Audrey Lawson-Johnston - passed 
away earlier this year.  Mrs Lawson-Johnston, from Melchbourne, Bedfordshire, had been an infant emigrating with 



her family from America when the ship was hit in the attack.  Although her sisters, Susan and Amy were never 
found, Audrey and her brother Stuart were carried to the safety of a lifeboat by their nanny Alice Lines.  

A commemorative medallion was produced as part of a wide range of propaganda medals by Karl Goetz.  The 
photographs below depict an English copy of the medal, from the Berkhamsted Local History & Museum Society 

collection. 

The sinking still causes 
much speculation today.  
The Royal Navy consistently 
denied that the Lusitania 
was carrying ammunitions 
destined for use in the 
battlefields of World War I, 
in addition to the civilians.  
However, the Germans 
were insistent upon the fact 
it was for these reasons the 
Lusitania was a legitimate 
target of war.  

Laura Lewis 

Photos: Left Obverse: Sinking steamship in heavy sea.  ‘KEINE BANN WARE!’  Beneath scene: ‘DER GROSSDAMPFER = 
LUSITANIA = DVRCH EIN DEVTCHES TAVCHBOOT VERSENKT 5 MAY1915.’  Right Reverse: Skeleton figure of death 
inside the Cunard ticket office (‘FAHRKARTEN AUSGABE’) attending to a queue of passengers.  ‘GESCHAFT VBER ALLES.’   
 

Curator’s Corner 

Bygone Dacorum - 2012 Calendar.  Our fundraising calendar has been 
selling well, they make excellent Christmas gifts for friends and family.  We are 
now selling them at £5.00 each (plus £1.50 p&p) for the remaining few; this is 
more than 35% reduction!  Cheques made payable to ‘The Dacorum Heritage 

Trust Ltd.’ 

Available from Our Dacorum (www.ourdacorum.org.uk) 
website link to our shop; payment via PayPal. 

The calendar, which is A4 size, features photographs 
from: Aldbury, Flamstead, Chipperfield, Berkhamsted, 
Bovingdon, Hemel Hempstead, Wigginton, Little 
Gaddesden, Tring, Boxmoor, Kings Langley and 
Markyate.  The majority of the photographs are from 
the Edwardian period, and all the photographs are from 
collections at The Museum Store.   

Funds raised will be used to purchase specialist museum cataloguing software, 
which we urgently need.  Shop Early for Christmas! 

Quiz Night.  A date for your diary - we will be holding our annual fundraising 
Quiz Night at Hemel Hempstead Community Church on Saturday 17th March 2012, doors will open at 7.00 pm. for 
a prompt 7.30 pm. start.   

Tickets are £5.00 each, including refreshments, for tickets contact us on fundraising@dacorumheritage.org.uk - 
places are limited, with a maximum of 6 people per team.  We hope to see teams from our constituent society’s 
competing for the John Nichols Memorial Trophy.  Cheques made payable to ‘The Dacorum Heritage Trust Ltd.’ 

2011 Quizzer.  Our fundraising prize quiz sheet is on sale for £1.00 each, closing date is Friday 6th January 2012.  
The theme this year is acronyms.  We hope that you have fun, and thank you for supporting us. 

Wishing you a very ‘Merry Christmas’ & a ‘Happy New Year’ from all at Dacorum Heritage Trust. 
  

 

Local History Websites 
www.ourdacorum.org.uk  

www.dacorumhistory.bravehost.com 
www.hertsmemories.org.uk  
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