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DACORUM CELEBRATES VICTORY IN EUROPE 

On the 7th May 1945, Germany surrendered and the Second World 

War in Europe was over. Two days of national holiday were 

announced and the following day was declared ‘Victory in 

Europe’ (VE) day.  

Throughout the country initial celebrations were spontaneous as 

people danced in the streets. In Dacorum, communities came 

together to celebrate the end of war in Europe after nearly 6 years of 

bloodshed, loss and hardship. Millions of lives had been lost, homes 

had been destroyed and for many the war continued until Victory in 

Japan was announced at the end of August 1945. Yet the declaration 

of victory in Europe brought some relief and hope for the future. 

Throughout our local towns and villages streets were filled with 

people smiling and dancing. Families and friends celebrated by 

sharing food which was still rationed, bonfires were lit despite the 

blackouts and for the first time since war was declared the church 

bells could be heard ringing. 

Sadly, 75 years later, we find ourselves in the midst of a global 

pandemic, with Covid-19 restricting our social interactions and 

preventing us from recreating the street parties and scenes of 

celebration. Yet we have come together as a community during these 

difficult times and we can still commemorate the end the Second 

World War in Europe from our homes.  

In this special VE Day anniversary newsletter you will find 

information on how to join the national VE day celebrations as well 

as see how local people celebrated 75 years ago. 
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“By mid 1943, 90% of single women and 80% of married women were 
employed in the armed forces or in industry” 

whole variety of products for the war effort. 

Among the ingenious items were petrol tanks 

for long-range fighters and bombers made of 

paper, which could be jettisoned after use. It 

enabled these aircrafts to travel much longer 

distances without the need to refuel. 

Dickinson’s made special strips of foil, which 

were dropped by aircrafts to confuse enemy 

radar. They also made fuel pumps for aircrafts, 

cardboard boxes for gas masks, blackout paper 

and a variety of munitions. 

Many women were drafted into the factories to 

help make these vital products. In December 

1941, national service was introduced for all 

unmarried women between the ages of 20 and 

30. By mid 1943, 90% of single women and 

80% of married women were employed in the 

armed forces or in industry. 

VICTORY BONUS FOR 
WORKERS 

In September 1945 workers 

at John Dickinson and Co. 

Ltd were thanked for their 

‘loyal and sustained service 

during the War period’ with a 

victory bonus.  

During the Second World 

War John Dickinson and Co. 

Ltd had converted their 

various mill sites into 

factories for manufacturing a  

MORE THAN 10,000 
PETROL TANLS FOR 
AIRCRAFTS WERE 
SUPPLIED IN VARIOUS 
SIZES 

 

  2 These containers were made from paper and were designed 

to carry munitions 



ANTI-BLAST 
WALL 
DEMOLISHED 

With the war over and 

the threat of bombs 

being dropped during 

air raids no longer 

hanging over the 

Dacorum district, air 

raid shelters were 

dismantled and local 

defences were no 

longer required. At 

John Dickinson’s  

these men can be seen 

demolishing the anti-

blast wall outside the 

Time Office as it 

would no longer be 

needed 

CHURCH BELLS ARE 
HEARD THROUGHOUT 
DACORUM FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN NEARLY SIX YEARS 

The bell ringers of St Peter’s in Berkhamsted 

  

Thanksgiving services were held 

throughout Dacorum to mark the 

end of hostilities in Europe and 

remember the lives lost. For the first 

time since war was declared the 

church bells in all the towns and 

villages of Dacorum could be heard 

ringing across the district, heralding 

victory in Europe and hope for the future. 

The bells of the parish church at Kings Langley were rung by 

four of the bell ringers who had performed the same duty at the end of the First World War 

and the bells of St Mary’s Church, Hemel Hempstead, rang from 2.00pm to 5.00pm on the 

second day of the national holidays. 

The sound of bells has always been important throughout British history, calling people 

together at difficult times and in moments of celebration. Unfortunately the planned 

‘ringing out for peace’ this year has had to be cancelled in order to maintain safe social 

distancing.  

When we are able to return to our post coronavirus lockdown lives the sound of church bells 

will once again herald the strength of our community. 
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NATIONAL 
TRUST 
WARTIME 
CARROT CAKE 
RECIPE 

INGREDIENTS 

230g self-raising flour 

85g margarine or 
cooking fat 

85g sugar 

115g finely grated 
carrot 

55g sultanas 

A little milk or water 

1 reconstituted dried 
egg or 1 fresh egg 

METHOD 

1. Preheat oven to 
220˚C / 200˚C (fan) / 
gas mark 7. 
2, Sift the flour into a 
mixing bowl. 
3. Rub in the 
margarine or cooking 
fat. 
4. Add sugar, carrot, 
sultanas and egg. Mix 
well and then add 
sufficient milk or water 
to make sticky. 
5. Pour mixture into a 
lined baking tin and 
cook in the over for 40 
- 45 minutes or until 
golden in colour. 

STREET PARTIES AND BONFIRES 

On the 8th May 1945 the people 

of Dacorum spilled out onto the 

streets of all the towns and 

villages to celebrate Victory in 

Europe with their family, friends 

and neighbours. The gazette 

reported “thousands of flags, 

dancing, singing and bonfires 

dotted all over…” and “happy 

people filled the streets dancing 

and singing until the early hours 

of the following morning.” In 

Berkhamsted people gathered to 

watch a parade of service 

personnel, including the Land 

Army and Home Guard and 

street parties were held 

throughout the borough. 

Although the official end of the 

blackout was not until 15th 

July 1945, bonfires were lit 

in celebration. The Hemel 

Hempstead gazette reported  

there were “dozens of other 

bonfires in various parts of the 

town to make up for the absence 

of an official one” and one in 

Wigginton is reported to been 

visible over several miles. 

Festivities continued all weekend with 

parties for the children taking place. The 

gazette reported “Street parties were 

held in various parts of the borough and 

assailed with dainties of all kinds, the youngsters thoroughly 

enjoyed themselves.” In West Valley Road, Hemel Hempstead 

“with the whole hearted co-operation of all the neighbours, 

there was a ‘de luxe’ tea, fun and games and a bonfire for over 

60 happy children” whilst in Gaddesden Row, children 

enjoyed donkey rides. The gazette reported that at Nash Mills, 

“housewives arranged a grand tea for the local kiddies” who 

were given “a taste of peace time joy”. As they day darkened 

car headlights and house lights illuminated the streets. 
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“It was VE Day and Hemel Hempstead made merry” 
    Hemel Hempstead Gazette, May 11th 1945 

Berkhamsted High Street VE Day parade, 1945 

from Berkhamsted Local History and Museum 

Society Collection cared for by the Dacorum 

Heritage Trust 

A grand tea for children at Nash Mills 



“Join in a UK-wide rendition of Dame Vera Lynn’s We’ll Meet Again” 

Due to the covid-19 pandemic the national VE 

Day 75 events have had to be scaled back. 

However, Dacorum Borough Council are calling 

as many people as possible to get involved and 

celebrate while staying safely at home. Details of 

how Dacorum Borough Council are inviting you 

to celebrate can be found on their website at  

http://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/all-

news/2020/04/23/celebrating-ve-day-at-home 

However, for those of you with limited or no 

internet access we have detailed the celebrations 

here. 

VE Day 75: The Nation Remembers: Friday 

8th May 11am 

At 11am on Friday 8th May, BBC One will 

lead a poignant two-minute silence to mark 

the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second 

World War. 

National Toast to Heroes of the Second World 

War: Friday 8th May 3pm 

Raise a glass form your doorstep to 

commemorate Victory in Europe on Friday 

8th May at 3pm. 

Whilst giving a cheer, look out for Dacorum 

Borough Council’s plane with its VE Day 

banner which will be flying over the borough. 

VE Day Singalong: Friday 8th May 9pm 

The British Legion invites the nation to join 

in a UK-wide rendition of Dame Vera Lynn’s 

We’ll Meet Again at 9pm on VE Day.  If you 

have internet access, visit the British Legion 

website to find the words. If not, the 

singalong will also  feature on the BBC as part 

of its VE Day broadcast. 

Decorate your home—create your own posters 

and bunting 

Get creative and decorate your home with 

bunting and posters. Templates can be found 

via the Dacorum Bourogh Council website but 

if you don’t have internet access we have 

included a couple of templates of our own at 

the back of this newsletter.  

Have your own street party lunch 

Use the National Trust’s wartime carrot cake 

which we have reproduced for you on page 4 

to make a VE day celebration cake to 

accompany your party sandwiches. 

CELEBRATE VE DAY 75 FROM HOME 
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DACORUM 
HERITAGE TRUST 

Dacorum Heritage Trust is an 

accredited local history museum with 

a collection of over 120,000 artefacts. 

From Neolithic times through to the 

present day it gives a wonderful 

insight into the long history and 

culture of Dacorum. Unlike traditional 

museums, however, at present it only 

exists as a museum store. The staff 

and volunteers must therefore think 

creatively about ways we take objects 

and stories out into the community so 

they can access their heritage. 

We hope you have enjoyed reading 

this special edition newsletter and 

would love to hear back from you with 

feedback, local memories or 

questions. 

WE ARE COLLECTING 

As part of our plans to mark the 75th anniversary of VE 

day Dacorum Heritage Trust is collecting information 

about local people who contributed to the victory in 

Europe whether it was serving in the armed forces or by 

working towards the war effort on the Home Front such as 

making munitions, looking after evacuated children, 

providing medical care or joining the land army. We would 

also like to hear what it was like to be a child growing up in 

Dacorum during the war. If you lived during the Second 

World War or you have details of an older relative who 

lived through this period we would love to add your stories 

to our museum collection. Perhaps you have photos, letters 

or artefacts from the war years you would like to donate or 

maybe you just have a story to tell us that could bring the 

experience to life for future generations.  

If you think you can help, get in touch with us by writing to 

as at the museum store via 

letter or email. We will be 

delighted to listen to your 

memories or the stories your 

older relatives have shared 

with you. 

DACORUM HERITAGE 
TRUST 

The Museum Store 
Clarence Road 
Berkhamsted 

HP4 3YL 
  

info@dacorumheritage.org.uk 
info@dac orumheritage.org.uk  

 
Unless otherwise stated copyright for all 

images and text included in this 
newsletter belongs to Dacorum Heritage 

Trust Ltd and may not be reproduced 
without obtaining prior permission. 
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