
 

War Work 
Besides John Dickinson's, there were 

many other companies throughout 

Dacorum, which adapted to making 

special products during the Second 

World War.  Brock’s Fireworks, for 

example, made signal rockets, parachute 

flares and Verey lights.  Bulstrode Farm, 

near Kings Langley, grew sunflowers, the 

seeds of which were used to 

manufacture edible oils and margarine.   
 

Cooper’s sheep dip factory at 

Berkhamsted developed an anti-louse 

powder during the war.  They tested 

many different formulas – the 63rd was 

found to be the best – and so it was 

given the name AL63. 
 

Local men not considered fit for active 

service, as well as thousands of women, 

were drafted into these firms in order 

to fill gaps left by men called into the 

services.  Dacorum also remained an 

important area for agriculture – 

producing foodstuffs to sustain the war 

effort. 
 

GB Kent & Son, Apsley, made brushes with secret 

compartments to hold material to help British PoWs 

escape.  (DACHT : 62.12.24) 
 

Troops dusted 'AL63' into their clothes to ward off 

lice which could spread diseases such as typhus and 

diphtheria.  Thousands of these tins were found by 

the Belgian Government a few years ago in a large 

hangar in Flanders.  (DACHT : BK 8485) 
 

The Ovaltine 

factory at Kings 

Langley continued 

to supply this 

healthy drink 

during the war, in 

addition to 

producing  

munitions.   
(KLOVA 1104) 
 

Bulstrode Farm near 

Kings Langley produced 

sunflower seeds during 

the war.  (: KISMS 92.468) 

The Abbot Works, Kings Langley, was 

commandeered for war work.  Ultra Electric Ltd 

of London moved in and produced secret self-

sealing fuel pipes that were used in British 

aircraft.  (© KISMS) 
 

Durrant’s factory, Berkhamsted, made a variety of 

wooden products for the war effort.  (DACHT : BK 7007) 

Kings Langley Mills, previously known as Toovey’s Mill, 

stored wheat under contract for the Ministry of Food.   
(: KISMS 92.020) 

In September 1944 two 

women employees at 

Brock’s Fireworks were 

fined £2 each by 

magistrates for taking 

matches into the 

factory. 


