
 
 

DHT Success in HAM Awards 

This is only the second time that the Hertfordshire Association of Museums 

(HAM) have hosted the county-wide heritage awards. 

The 2019 awards celebrate the work of Hertfordshire’s museums and 
heritage organisations.  They focus on the achievements and contributions 
made by these organisations to the local community. 

This event was held on Friday 6
th

 December 2019 at the British Schools 
Museum in Hitchin where awards were presented for six categories: 
‘Inclusion’, ‘Wellbeing’, ‘Project of the Year’, ‘Heritage Hero’, ‘Transition’, and 
‘Object of the Year’.  The first five awards were decided by a panel of senior 
professionals from within the heritage sector.  The ‘Object of the Year’ was decided by an online public vote. 

The event opened with a welcome from Julie Gregson, Head of 
Heritage Services at Hertfordshire County Council, who said: “It 
was fantastic to see such a high standard of entries from a range of 
projects, highlighting the quality and quantity of activities taking 
place in Hertfordshire which have been described by the judges as 
innovative, ambitious, rewarding and valuable”.  Then followed a 
very inspiring and encouraging presentation by the guest speaker, 
John Orna-Ornstien, Director of Culture and Engagement at the 
National Trust. 

Dacorum Heritage Trust (DHT) had entries in three of these 
categories.  The fantastic breaking news is that the Inclusion Award 
was won by DHT. 

Our congratulations must go to Nina Glencross, our Collections 
Manager, for the sterling work that she put into this very innovative 
project which produced a tool kit aimed at museum professionals, 
which can be obtained from the Collections Trust website.   

The aim of the project was to help produce ideas for displays in a 
way that would be more suitable for people with dyslexia.  The 
project was devised and managed by Nina.  For example, the tool 
kit optimises text, font, size, etc. so that displays are easier to read.  
It also uses visitor accessible QR codes to enable people to hear an 
audio version of the text, accessed via their smart phones.   

DHT entered our Heritage Lottery funded ‘WWI ‘Commemorating 
Peacetime in Dacorum’ project in the ‘Project of the Year’ category.  
Our project culminated in the very successful exhibition last year, 
which took place in Hemel Hempstead and Berkhamsted. 

DHT also entered the Stanhope peep pipe for consideration in the ‘Object of the Year 2019’.  We congratulate our 
colleagues at Garden City Collection at Letchworth, who won this award with an 83 year old toilet roll put forward by 
Sophie Walter (a former DHT Museum Support Officer); the vintage toilet roll caught the imagination of the public and 
the national press.  In all more than 1,600 members of the public voted for the eleven varied entries in the category.  We 
would like to thank all those who voted for our Stanhope peep pipe. 

Next year will be the ‘Herts Year of Culture’, with some exciting opportunities for DHT to get involved.  We also need to 
think which artefact from over 129,000 items in the collections we should submit for the 2020 ‘Object of the Year’.   

Images: Top: Nina Glencross (DHT Collections Manager) with the Inclusion Award. 
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‘Hidden History of Kodak’ Exhibition 
 

THE Kodak story project comprises two main parts.  SHARE Museums East grant funded the preparation and 

presentation of the Kodak exhibition.  Firstly, gathering the ‘Hidden History’ memories of staff who worked for Kodak.  
Secondly, the exhibition itself.  The overall theme explored the relationship between the Kodak Company, Hemel 

Hempstead and how the area 
became known as ‘Kodak 
Town’. 

Leading up to the exhibition 
DHT staff and volunteers 
gathered together a vast 
array of artefacts and we 
would like to thank everyone 
who loaned these objects for 
the exhibition.  Our amazing 
volunteers (lead by John, Tim 
and Sue) constructed and 
painted a 1:50 scale model of 
the Kodak Tower showing 
how it was prior to its 
conversion a few years ago. 

As part of the ‘Hidden History’ 
project, DHT trained five 
volunteers in oral history 
recording.  These volunteers 
then went out to interview 24 
ex-Kodak employees who 
donated their memories of 
working for Kodak in Hemel 
Hempstead.  We discovered 
some interesting stories and 
gained insight into the scale 
of Kodak’s operations in the 
area and the different sites 
around the town. 

During the summer the DHT 
Kodak pop-up museum was 
at a number of events 
(including the Aldbury May 
Fair and Armed Forces Day) 
to publicise the October 
exhibition.  This publicity was 
also supported by a social 
media campaign. 

Once again the Marlowes 
Shopping Centre provided us 
with the use of an empty shop 
unit for which we are very 
grateful. 

The exhibition opened with 
the private viewing event on 
Friday 18

th
 October, with 

speeches of welcome and 
introduction from Roger 
Hands (DHT Chairman) and 

Nina Glencross (Collections Manager).  The Mayor of Dacorum, Cllr. Terry Douris, cut the ‘ribbon’, which was a length 
of negative film provided by Kodak especially for the opening. 

“Amazing, fascinating, thoroughly interesting, just a few ways of describing the ‘Hidden History of Kodak’ 
exhibition in the Marlowes Shopping Centre that I have had the pleasure of opening.  I will definitely be back 
before the end of the month to look at all the work and history that have been put beautifully together by the 

Dacorum Heritage Trust, a simply fantastic must see exhibition”  Cllr. Terry Douris (Mayor of Dacorum) 



The private viewing was supported by live music provided again this year by the brilliant U3A ukulele band playing a 
selection of 1970s themed tunes, for which we give them our sincere thanks.   

“So much information and presented in such an interesting way”  Exhibition Visitor 

During the exhibition (19
th
 - 30

th
 October) we had 3,075 visitors; including many ex Kodak employees, quite a few 

contributed memories of their time with Kodak on post-it notes. 

In the months prior to the exhibition DHT, in partnership with Berkhamsted Arts and Crafts, ran workshops and object 
handling sessions, during which over 50 camera themed canvasses were produced.  Exhibition visitors could vote for 
their favourite artwork canvas, congratulations to Joanne Davies and Jane Pounder who were the winners.  Jane’s 
artwork illustrates that Kodak cameras were truly out of this world. 

“I particularly liked the individual thoughts on the yellow pieces of paper”  Exhibition Visitor 

Feedback from the exhibition visitors was very positive.  They stated that they enjoyed seeing the exhibition and want 
us to do more in the future.  Visitors found it interesting and informative, and many said that it rekindled old memories.   

“Grandfather did over 24 yrs, my parents met at Kodak.  Dad did 45 yrs & I clocked up a few too”  Post-it note 

Images: Top of 3 – Mayor of Dacorum, Cllr. Terry Douris cutting the film ribbon to open the exhibition.  Middle of 3 – Visitors 
looking at the map of the Kodak company sites.  Bottom of 3 – Visitors viewing some of the artwork canvasses.  Left of 2 – Tim 
and John with Kodak Tower model.  Right of 2 – Jane Pounder’s artwork, one of the winners by visitor vote.   
 

Century Old Greeting Cards 
 

Christmas is the time of year when we send greeting cards to our friends and family, in recent years there has been a 

decline in this tradition with some opting to make donations to charity instead of sending cards and others using social 
media or emailing electronic messages to their nearest and dearest. 

In our collections we have some beautiful embroidered cards, which date from the First World War; soldiers sent them 
home to loved ones for a variety of occasions.  Although these cards are not specifically for Christmas they are so 
beautiful that we thought they would fit in with the theme of sending love and best wishes to others at this time of year. 

Images: Left – Postcard with woven silk front and pocket, embroidered with Allied flags in the shape of stars with foliage and the 
word “Anniversaire”, the card has damage to the upper right corner.  Right – Postcard with woven silk front, embroidered with a red 
ensign flag, pansies and the words “I’m thinking of you”.  Both cards were made in France, from the ‘Christopher Cox Collection’ in 
the Kings Langley Local History & Museum Society’s collection, cared for by DHT. 



 

DHT Board - All Change 
 

The DHT AGM was held on the 14
th
 November 2019 in The Forum, Hemel Hempstead.  During the meeting Roger 

Hands stood down from the role of Chairman of DHT and retired from his directorship in accordance with our Articles 
of Association. 

Roger has provided many years’ of dedicated service to DHT.  In 1993 
he was a founding member of the company and had been Chairman 
since June 1998, when DHT’s first Chairman, John Nichols retired.  He 
was the longest continuously serving Director of the company, he has 
worked tirelessly to promote heritage within the Borough of Dacorum.   

Roger has said that he is looking forward to writing several more local 
history publications that he has been researching and planning for a 
while.  Everyone at DHT wishes Roger all the very best for his 
endeavours in the future.  Roger was presented with a framed certificate 
to mark this momentous occasion. 

We welcomed Steve Gill who was appointed as DHT’s new Chairperson, 
with the support of the rest of the Board.  Steve is looking forward to the 
opportunities and challenges that face DHT in the coming years. 

Image: Roger Hands at the opening of a DHT exhibition in 2009.  
 

Curator’s Corner 
 

Farewell to Zara.  Zara (pictured left) reluctantly left DHT at the end of October; 
the family have relocated to Hampshire as a result of Zara’s husbands’ 
employment commitments.  Everyone at DHT wishes her every success in her 
future career. 

Nina commented that without Zara’s professional commitment it would have 
been impossible to achieve the success of the recent Kodak exhibition and last 
year’s ‘Commemorating Peacetime in Dacorum’ exhibition.  She will be missed. 

Zara said “After nearly two years at DHT, it was with a heavy heart that I handed 
in my resignation.  I thoroughly enjoyed working at The Museum Store and 
getting to know everyone, there truly never was a dull moment!  A big thanks to 
everyone who made my time there so enjoyable, from my colleagues, Nina, Bev 
and Pam to all the volunteers to the Board of Directors.  I wish DHT every 
success for the future”. 

DHT’s Advent Calendar.  Back by popular demand – our 2019 Advent 
calendar which has been posted 
on Facebook.  Thanks to our 

wonderful work experience student from Ashlyns School, 
Berkhamsted, who filmed all the objects for this project.  Follow us on 
Facebook - see what artefacts and stories are in this year’s calendar. 

DHT End of Year Film 2019.  Look out for our film, which will be 
posted on Facebook on New Year’s Eve.  A fun review of what we’ve 
been up to during 2019, the film will also be on our website.  

Legacy Giving.  Help us safeguard our collections for future 
generations by remembering Dacorum Heritage Trust in your will.  For more information visit our website 
http://www.dacorumheritage.org.uk/support-us/legacies/  Please remember to include a bequest to The Dacorum 
Heritage Trust Ltd. when you make or revise your will. 

The Museum Store is open by appointment only.  For enquiries email Nina our Collections Manager. 

 Wishing you a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year from all at DHT  
Join our Newsletter emailing list - contact the editor; in line with the Data Protection Act your details will remain confidential. 
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