
 
 

DHT Newsletter’s 100th Edition 
This 100th edition of the newsletter is another Dacorum Heritage Trust (DHT) landmark anniversary.  The first edition 
was published in autumn 1994 and marked the end of the first year of the Trust as a legal entity.  Originally Eric 
Edwards, a long-standing DHT director, edited the 
quarterly newsletter.  Eric remained newsletter editor 
until December 2007, at which time Pam Gasking 
succeeded him taking over with the 50th edition.  Over 
the years the DHT newsletter has reported on all the 
company milestones, events and achievements.   

Initial responsibility for heritage activities was shared 
between DHT and the Dacorum Borough Council 
(DBC).  Mike Dillon, the DBC Heritage Officer, took an 
active part in preserving the history of Dacorum under 
the new Trust.  Then in August 1996 Matt Wheeler was 
appointed the first full time Curator after which Mike 
Dillon (and subsequently Mike Stanyon) stepped back 
to a support role.  DHT became a Registered Museum 
in July 1997 and over the next decade worked towards 
obtaining full museum accreditation status in 2008. 

Subsequently DHT curatorial staff has included 
Catherine Peet, Richard Lewis, Lyndsey McClean, 
Isobel Aptaker, Paul Hyman, Sophie Walter and Zara 
Power.  The current curatorial team consists of Nina 
Glencross (who is on maternity leave), Jenni Blackford 
(Interim Collections Manager) and Esther Green.  Of all 
the curatorial staff, Nina is the longest serving having 
been with the company since March 2008. 

Due to space limitations visitors to The Museum Store 
had to be by invitation only.  Fundraising has been 
fundamental to improving the storage capacity and 
facilities, enabling us to fit mobile shelving into both the 
Archaeology and General Stores. 

Without a traditional museum display space, over the 
years DHT has always had to think creatively and 
imaginatively to find ways to engage with the Dacorum 
community together with wider audiences.  Through our school and community group outreach projects and more 
recently an increased social media engagement, check us out on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

A number of themed loan boxes for schools have been put together aimed at different age groups in line with the 
National Curriculum.  We have also generated reminiscence loan boxes designed for older people.  The loan boxes 
have proven to be very popular.  In addition we also run school and community group themed workshops.  These have 
included WWII ‘Evacuation Day Experience’; Film Making Workshops, which included WWI films made by young 
people as part of the ‘Inspiring the Future’ project back in 2010; and a ‘Victorian Day’ and ‘Straw Plaiting’ school 
workshops to name a few. 

Recently DHT have staged some very successful major exhibitions. ‘Commemorating Peacetime in Dacorum’ marked 
the centenary of the end of WWI.  This exhibition included a huge art installation of origami doves, one for each fallen 
Image: Front page of the 1st Edition of the DHT Newsletter, Autumn 1994.  
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soldiers name on the war memorials across the borough.  The doves were folded by members of the public at our pop-
up museum events and community groups.  Last year our ‘Hidden History of Kodak’ exhibition involved our volunteers 
building a scale model of the iconic Kodak Tower.  We have also had a professional animation created (which you can 
view on YouTube as part of our ‘Talking New Towns’, our 2015 project.  Back in 2016 we created the ‘Saving the 70’s’ 
exhibition, which was such a lot of fun, looking at recent history and contemporary collections.   

If you would like to see further information on the items above or re-read some of our newsletters follow the link in the 
Newsletter header to our website.  You can also sign up to get our newsletter direct to your inbox. 
 

HAM ‘Object of the Year’ Competition 
 

This year Dacorum Heritage Trust entered ‘Peggy Straw’ for the Hertfordshire 
Association of Museums ‘Object of the Year’ Awards.  Although she didn’t win, 
we still think this straw plaiter peg doll is worth celebrating. 

As working from home became the ‘new normal’ in March we were reminded 
of ‘Peggy Straw’ our straw plaiting peg doll who is constantly hard at work!  
Straw plaiters were ‘outworkers’, making their intricately woven lengths of 
straw from their home. 

‘Peggy Straw’ represents the largely forgotten and once prevalent industry of 
straw plaiting in this area, which is an important part of Dacorum’s heritage.  
This trade was strongly rooted in the Chilterns during the 19th century as the 
unique chalk fields of the area were said to have produced Britain’s finest 
straw.  Plaiting was a big part of everyday rural life and in 1851, for example, 
plaiters were found in nearly all households in Hemel Hempstead. 

The large majority of plaiters were women and children who contributed large 
portions of the household income.  Children attended plaiting schools which 
could be found in every town and village in the area and was often the only 
form of education on offer for the labouring poor who learned little else.  The 
plaiting schools persisted even after the education act of 1870 and teachers 
were said to hide children from the education inspectors.  Despite the lack of 
education and often strict and cramped conditions in the schools, children in 
rural areas were often able to improve the overall quality of life for their 
families due to the added income and sometimes meant that families avoided 
having to seek help from the Parish. 

Jenni Blackford, Interim Collections Manager. 
Image: ‘Peggy Straw’ is a traditional design of wooden peg dolls, she is holding a bundle of straw ready to start plaiting, and the 
textile clothes made from scraps of material are bright and not faded.  She is a fine and rare example of local rural arts and crafts.  
From the Tring & Dist. Local History & Museum Society collection, cared for by Dacorum Heritage Trust. 
 

‘Stockpiling Stories’ Project Shortlisted for National Award 
 

When the UK was told to ‘stay home to stay safe’ in 
March this year DHT wanted to continue engaging with 
our audiences so we launched a new project; 
‘Stockpiling Stories’. 

Our aim was to engage children in worthwhile and 
purposeful educational activities, as well as to help 
reduce the negative impact for elderly people who feel 
isolated through social distancing.  The project has run 
all through the Covid-19 pandemic and we are thrilled 
that it has been shortlisted for a prestigious Kids in 
Museums Award.   

We were shortlisted from over 400 nationwide entries 
‘Stockpiling Stories’ reached the final five in the 
category ‘Going the Extra Mile’.  Unfortunately we 
didn’t win, but we were so proud to have reached the 
final selection alongside other fabulous lockdown 
projects. 

Huge congratulations to The Whitworth Museum in 
Manchester who were the winners of this category, for 
their inspirational ‘Still Parents’ project (see the Kids in 
Museums website). 



Children wrote letters to our older participants to learn about 
techniques for historical enquiry and their local area.  They were given 
themes relating to recent history, on which to base their letters and 
questions, as well as fun and creative activities to do at home.  By 
communicating with the older generation they have developed their 
literacy and social skills whilst making a positive difference to the 
mental wellbeing of our community. 

Our older participants responded to the children’s communications with 
their personal memories, photographs and stories that gave the 
children a fantastic insight into recent history.  They have really 
enjoyed corresponding with the children during lockdown and the 
stories they have shared will be added to our collection. 

We have loved running this inter-generational project and are looking forward to inviting our young researchers to the 
store, when Covid-19 restrictions allow, so they can become Young Curator’s for the day and create a display based 
on everything they have learned.  We will post the competition result and updates on the project on our website and 
social media. 

Jenni Blackford, Interim Collections Manager. 

Images: Previous Page – Two of the inter-generational participants in the Stockpiling Stories project.   
 

The Three Blackbirds at Flamstead 
 

This popular public house is situated at the junction where the High Street, Chapel Road and Trowley Hill Road meet 
in the heart of Flamstead village. 

The oldest part of this attractive building is 
the early 16th century west wing.  The 17th 
century east range was re-fronted in 
Flemish bond red brick in the 18th century.  
This is a timber frame property and the 
wing was roughcast, with a red brick casing 
to the ground floor.  There are red tile roofs, 
and internal chimney to the cast range 
rising through the front roof slope, a lateral 
external chimney to the north part, an 
internal gable chimney at the south end and 
a cellar.  The north front has a projecting 
gabled wing. 

The earliest known reference to the 
premises is in a deed of 1784 when Henry Palmer, licensed victualler of Flamstead, and his wife Mary, bought it from 
Francis Watkins, a brewer of Markyate Street, for £210.  The 1838 Tithe Grant shows it as being owned by Peter 
Clutterbuck and let to Thomas Hoar. 

It appears as ‘The Bird in Hand’ in The Reformer of 23rd April 1842 
and the Hertford Mercury of 30th September 1854 and there appears 
to have been an extended period when either name was quoted in 
records.  It was still the ‘The Bird in Hand’ at the time of the 1861 
census when the landlord was John Wix who hailed from Norfolk, in 
1847 he married Anne Hunt who was a Flamstead girl. 

A young man, Frederick Whinnett from Chalgrave, Bedfordshire aged 
29, was the licensee at the time of the 1881 census with his wife 
Sarah (from Eaton Bray) and her sister Lizzie Stanbridge, aged only 
14, who acted as barmaid.   

The 1901 census shows Arthur Chapman, his wife Eliza and six 
children.  Arthur Chapman did a long stint as landlord here because 
he still appeared in a 1910 trade directory though he had gone by 
1918 when Mrs Emma Smith is shown as the publican.   

Arthur How was the landlord in 1929 and 1933 trade directories; the 
1935 electoral roll also lists Arthur and Lettie How.  It is recorded in 
the 1939 census that the couple are still resident at the Three 
Blackbirds, and he is still identified as a licensed victualler.  By the 
1951 electoral roll Arthur and Lettie had left the public house, and at 
that point it was run by Dudley and Doris Gillies. 

Text from ‘Flamstead the Listed Buildings and the People Who Lived in them’ by Eric Edwards (edited). 

Images: Top – The Three Blackbirds, taken 2020.  Lower - Public house wooden painted sign board, part of the DHT collections. 



 

Brock’s 1d. Bangers 
 

Brock’s 1d (one old penny) 
bangers marked ‘Brocks Ltd. 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts’. 

The Brocks Company was well 
known for the manufacture of all 
kinds of fireworks.  The company 
occupied a site where the present 
day Woodhall Farm housing 
estate is in Hemel Hempstead.   

When these fireworks were 
purchased they were complete, 
they have now had the contents 
safely removed.  The ‘bangers’ 
are part of the DHT collection. 
 

Curator’s Corner 
 

Introducing Esther Green.  I’ve recently started working at The Dacorum 
Heritage Trust as Assistant Collections Manager (as maternity cover) and 
have really enjoyed my first few weeks working with Jenni to engage 
audiences in our fantastic collections and in the history of our Borough. 

One of the things I’ve worked on recently was our ‘Capturing Nature in 
Dacorum’s Architecture’ event for Heritage Open Days (HOD).  HOD is a 
national heritage festival and the theme this year was ‘Hidden Nature’.  
We invited the public to explore the towns and villages of Dacorum 
between the 11th – 20th of September and to rediscover the hidden nature 
in the built heritage of Dacorum through the art of photography. 

We have some stunning buildings in our Borough and we wanted to 
inspire the public to seek out the elements of buildings right under their 
noses, which mirror the natural world in design or in structure.  We had a 
good number of participants over the week and really good increase in 
social media followers and engagement as a result of the event, especially 
on Instagram due to the photographic nature of the event. 

I also recently started working part-time for Epping Forest District Council 
Museum as their Collections Review and Rationalisation Project Officer.  I 
have a background in curation and in collections management and care.  I 
have most recently worked as Assistant Curator for Welwyn Hatfield 
Museum Service and as Collections Review Project Manager for Ware 
Museum. 

When not in a museum store I can be found visiting other museums, in a 
field somewhere, reading historical fiction or hunting for the next addition 
to my studio pottery collection. I look forward to the rest of my year at DHT 
and can’t wait to get stuck into the next project. 

Witch Hunting & Ghosts in 18th Century Dacorum.  Discover more about the history of witchcraft and ghosts at this 
time of the year.  To find out whether witches and ghosts haunt the towns of Dacorum follow this link 
(https://preview.tinyurl.com/y6z465yx) to a 40-minute presentation.  Researched and written by our volunteer Liz, an 
informative and accessible introduction to the subject. 

Donate to DHT.  Please help to save our local heritage, to donate via the QR code (below) or on our website. 

Legacy Giving.  Help us safeguard our collections for future generations by remembering Dacorum Heritage Trust in 
your will when you review your bequests or making a will for the first time.  For more information see our website. 

Join our Newsletter emailing list - contact the editor; in line with the Data Protection Act your details will remain confidential. 
 

  

EDITOR: Pam Gasking 
newsletter@dacorumheritage.org.uk 

Like us on Facebook. 
Follow us on Twitter @DacorumHeritage 

Authors are responsible for content accuracy. 
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