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The Suffragette Movement
Recently we accessioned a
flag in the colours of the
Suffragette Movement. It is in
reasonable condition with
vibrant colours, despite being
stored folded for probably a
good deal of its life.
Supporters of the suffragette
movement
often
wore
jewellery, or, clothes in these
colours to demonstrate their
allegiance to the cause. For
ladies to openly do this,
especially those wives of
influential men, this was quite
a defiant gesture.
If you have any inherited
family jewellery made from emeralds, pearls and amethysts, you may find it carries the secret message that has
been passed down through the generations, that your ancestor was a suffragette or at least a supporter.
We would be very interested to hear of any local suffragette stories, or, photographs, as we don’t seem to have a
great deal on record.
This
photograph (circa 1913) shows
children with a small goat cart
carrying a placard advertising a
suffragette paper for sale. This
image is part of a private donation
given to Dacorum Heritage Trust in
the 1990s. We believe that the
photograph was taken in the Great
Gaddesden area.

Quiz Night

Saturday 17th
March 2012
Hemel Hempstead
Community Church.
Doors open at 7.00 pm.
Tickets only £5 each
(see back page).
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There are also two interesting and contrasting accounts that were published in the local Gazette. The first article
was published in March 1907 and contains a sympathetic account of a local meeting. The second article was
published on 8th February 1913. It shows that protests have now, by 1913, stepped up to include criminal action.

A suffragettes meeting held this week anticipated "public condemnation".
"For the first time in the history of Berkhamsted a public meeting was held at the Town Hall to further the cause of
the suffragettes. It was rendered doubly important by the fact that Mr N. Micklem, the Member for West Herts, openly
declared in favour of women receiving the franchise.
It was feared there would be public condemnation of the movement, so much so that leaders of the local Liberal
party appealed in person for leaders of the opposition party to help suppress anything of that kind.
This was done and it was interesting to see several well-known Conservatives outside the hall with a view of
preventing any trouble. This had the desired effect, and with the exception of a little friendly heckling, chiefly levelled
at the Chairman, the meeting passed off without the anticipated scene."

IS IT THE SUFFRAGETTES?
---------SIXTEEN TELEPHONE WIRES CUT.
---------HEMEL HEMPSTEAD AND BERKHAMSTED SERVICE PARTIALLY DISLOCATED.
----------

“GAZETTE” SPECIAL

What is thought to be another suffrage outrage, which has partially dislocated the telephone service in Hemel Hempstead and
Berkhamsted and other portions of West Herts and parts of Mid Herts, was discovered this (Friday) morning.
From several centres calls remain unanswered. Telephone operators rang furiously without any effect, while callers cried with
increasing harshness "Hullo! are you there?"
According to a "Gazette" correspondent it appears that the telephone linesmen, who test the lines every morning, discovered that
something was wrong at 7.30. They soon ascertained that about 16 lines had been clean cut, and later located the outrage to near
the "Black Boy", on the road between Watford and St. Albans.
The effect of the cutting of the wire was that no one in Hemel Hempstead, Berkhamsted, or the locality which for telephone
purposes depends on St. Albans could telephone to London or obtain a trunk call, although the local wires were intact.
The affair, which it is assumed is the work of a party of suffragettes naturally inconveniences such firms as Messrs John
Dickinson & Co., Messrs Wm. Cooper and Nephews, and others, and they would have to resort to the telegraph.
Later information revealed the fact that wires had also been cut at Elstree.
The "Gazette" endeavoured to obtain additional details by telephoning the local Exchange, but those in charge stated that they
were not in a position to say anything about the matter. Asked, however, to be given a trunk call, they had to admit that it was not
possible. The Post Office officials were also reticent, but we have ascertained that the telegraph service is not affected.
Inquiries at the Police Stations at Watford and St. Albans elicited the reply that nothing had at that time been officially reported
to them.

History of Hastoe Village Hall
History of Hastoe Hall tells tale of a 'mini welfare state'

Towards the end of the 19th century, Lady Emma Rothschild created, in the words of one author, ‘a mini welfare
state’ around Tring; Hastoe Village Hall
was amongst the endowments she
bestowed.
Built on the site of John
Batchelor’s ‘The Black Horse’ public
house and brewery, and also William
Wright’s mill. The hall was opened in
1898 to serve as a community social and
recreational centre in the midst of an
estate bounded by Tring, Wigginton,
Buckland Common and Cholesbury. For
decades Hastoe Men’s Club flourished at
the Hall, providing billiards, skittles and
other games for local farm and mill
workers, and a well stocked lending library
was provided for the villager’s edification.
With the benefit of the Hall’s stage and
ample space, concerts and pantomimes
were regularly presented.

After the death of Lady Emma in 1935, most of the local Rothschild estate was sold at auction, but Victor
Rothschild retained the Hall with the intention of putting it in trust for the benefit of residents of Hastoe and the
surrounding area. However, the legal work was overtaken by WWII and it was not until 1964 that the status of the
Hall was clarified by the execution of a trust deed.
The trust deed specifies that the Hall should provide a home to educational, sporting, charitable and social groups
from across the area, living up to its builder’s vision that it should be “used in perpetuity as a non-sectarian and
non-political place of recreation, education and social intercourse for the advantage or benefit of the inhabitants of
Hastoe and the surrounding district”.
Interestingly, Hastoe Village Hall is the largest village hall in the region of Chiltern hill top villages. It serves a local
population of about 82,000 people living and working within fives miles of the Hall. Over the last 75 years the Hall
has served as a sports centre, as a social centre for teas, fairs, dances, and as an educational facility.
In recent years the Hall continued to serve the community as the venue for such village celebrations as the 1977
Silver Jubilee and the 2000 Millennium. However, badminton had become the Hall’s predominant activity, the
Hastoe Badminton Club having been founded in 1933. Sadly the Club was dissolved in 2010, although the game
is still played at the Hall.
The Hastoe Village Hall Trust became a registered charity in September 2007. It was by chance and thanks to the
internet that in 2008 the true status of the Hall and the existence and objectives of the Trust became known to the
village. The aims were to procure the restoration of the run-down building to its former glory and to expand its use
by introducing a wide range of communal activities for which the Hall has the potential.
The Hall was built and equipped with a vision of what the local community needed more than a century ago. The
Trust has commenced a restoration project to modernise and equip the Hall for the 21st century, to ensure it is as
useful to the community for the next hundred years as it has been for the last.
The work so far is just the beginning of a larger project, designed to restore a unique community asset. Whilst the
final plans have yet to be agreed, options under consideration include: a cycle hire facility; provision for rest and
refreshments facilities for walkers, local schools, and those on Duke of Edinburgh trips; enhanced sports facilities;
provision of amateur dramatics and music and, possibly, enhanced educational facilities.
For more information visit the website; www.hastoevillagehall.co.uk
Courtesy of Hastoe Village Hall Trust and ‘Ourdacorum’ website. Photos: Bottom facing page – The Black Horse c.1880; Top ‘Hastoe Village Hall’ by Norman Cullen.

Rock ‘n Roll
Situated

in the lake at the
southern end of the Water
Gardens in Hemel Hempstead,
stands a statue of a dancing
couple called ‘Rock ‘n Roll’, by
the French sculptor Hubert
Yencesse (1900 – 1987). The
work was commissioned by the
New
Town
Development
Corporation and was erected
in the summer of 1962.
A replica of the group was
presented by the Development
Corporation to the New Town
of Elizabeth, South Australia,
a
town
having
certain
characteristics in common with
Hemel Hempstead.
The statue is a much-loved
iconic landmark, and has
become associated with the
new town centre development.

Photo: Dated c. 1964, in the background is the construction of BP House, which spanned Marlowes where the Nicky Line
railway bridge was situated.

Curator’s Corner
Quiz Night.

- We will be holding our 7th annual fundraising Quiz Night at Hemel Hempstead Community Church
on Saturday 17th March 2012, doors will open at 7.00 pm. for a prompt 7.30
pm. start.
Tickets are only £5.00 each, including refreshments, for tickets contact us on
fundraising@dacorumheritage.org.uk, or, phone 01442 879 525. Places are
limited, with a maximum of up to 6 people per team. Cheques made payable
to ‘The Dacorum Heritage Trust Ltd.’ There is plenty of parking, disabled
access, prizes and a raffle. We will also have the same Quizmaster as last
year, Mark Pelopida (our Company Secretary), to keep everyone entertained.
We hope to see teams from our constituent society’s competing for the John
Nichols Memorial Trophy. It would be nice to have a little inter-society
competition. Don’t worry if quizzes aren’t your ‘thing’ the questions are not
too taxing, the aim of the evening is for folks attending to have a good time
with good friends and raise some much-needed funds for Dacorum Heritage
Trust. The most FUN you can have for £5 – A good time guaranteed!

Your support is vital; please help us care for your local heritage. Come along and have some FUN.

Filing cabinets.

Has anyone got one or ideally two, locking two draw filing cabinets that they don’t use and would
be willing to donate to us. Please contact the curator.

2011 Quizzer. Congratulation to this year’s winner, Stella Davis from Croxley Green. Very generously Stella
donated the prize to set up a ‘textile fund’ to be used specifically for textile projects. The quiz sheet raised about
£70. We would like to thank all those who helped and supporting us.
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