
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Land Army 
Many of the young men who had worked on farms prior to the war had left their 

jobs in order to join the services.  It was vital that farms should produce as 

much food as possible and so the Government established the Land Army. 
 

Women were encouraged to join the Women's Land Army and become Land Girls.  

They were given a uniform and taught everything from harvesting crops and 

looking after animals to ploughing and driving tractors. 
 

Hostels were established for accommodation at Barnes Lodge (Kings Langley), 

Pendley Manor and Little Gaddesden, which had 34 girls from Yorkshire billeted 

there in 1942.  
 

During Christmas 1941, Elizabeth II (then Princess Elizabeth and patron of the 

Women's Land Army) sent a message to the 20,000 serving Land Girls.  She said 

that they had earned the right to think of themselves as an Army and praised 

their skill and devotion, which had, "released great battalions of men who now 

fight for the land they formerly tilled." 

Land Girls helping with the harvest at Piccotts End.   
(DACHT : 62.16.7) 

"January 15 – Wednesday. Picked up 

eighteen rats on the part of Bailey’s 

that we poisoned. Poisoned the rest. 

Went to a new contract in Marlin End. 

Bags of rats. Very windy day. Came back 

and I went to bed soon after dinner." 

"March 2 – Sunday. Mother said she didn’t mind if I stayed 

in the Land Army for the summer and autumn.  Yippee." 
 

 
 

 

"The only Sunday I ever worked, 1946." "The Ben Hay Gang, summer 1947." 

Win Adderley worked as a Land Girl and was billeted at The Old Rectory, Little Gaddesden.  

During the Second World War, it was used by evacuees and the Land Army and it was known as 

the Ben Hay Hostel.  Her principal duty was rat catching and these are extracts from her diary 

of 1947, when she was 23. 

"March 11 – Tuesday. Colder day, freezing in fact. 

Didn’t attempt to start my van. Meant to go to 

Hemel Hempstead this morning but instead 

minded the lorry. Phoned up Hertford to ask if I 

can take my van in tomorrow to have my brakes 

relined, they said yes.  Mr Mills phoned up about 

dinnertime.  Did a little job in the village then 

cleared all the snow away from the main gate.  

Spent the afternoon and evening reading and 

knitting a little, listening to the gramophone and 

wireless, and writing letters and studying." 

Women's Land Army Cap 
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The wedding was at St John's Church, 

Markyate and the arch of pitchforks 

was made by fellow Land Girls.   
(DACHT : 62.16.10) 

Land Girls at the wedding of Bill Cutler and 

Barbara Laplain, who was a Land Girl from 

Enfield.  (DACHT : 62.16.9) 

Land Girls hoeing near 

Markyate.  (The Markyate Collection) 


