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Around Kings Langley
Maying

was a traditional celebration that
started very early in the morning. Groups of
young people, usually accompanied by
musicians playing instruments (such as the
pipe and tabor), would gather branches of
may (hawthorn) from local woodlands. While
they did this they would sing the ‘Mayers’
Song’, which was one of the best-known old
Hertfordshire carols.
There were many
different versions throughout the county, each
one sung to a different tune. Kings Langley’s
version is as follows:
Good morning, Misses and Master.
I’ve come to show my Garland,
Because it is the First of May.
Good morning Misses and Master.
This is the day, the First of May,
The springtime of the year.
And now we have come round again
To taste of your strong beer.
And if you haven’t got any strong
We’ll be content with small.
We’ll make the cup and drink it up,
And thank the Lord for all.
A branch of May we have brought you
And at your door we stand,
It is but a sprout, but it’s well blossomed out.
‘Tis the work of Our Lord’s hand.

A Garland. A Garland. A very pretty Garland.
The best you ever did see –
It’s fit for the Queen Victoria.
So please remember me.
I have a bag within my hand
That’s drawn with a little string,
And all that it wants is a little Silver
To line it well within.
Our song is up, we must be gone,
No longer can we stay.
God bless you all, both great and small,
We wish you a merry May.

This song was regularly sung in the 1890’s by
girls mainly coming to Kings Langley from
Chipperfield. They carried a garland which
consisted of a decorated little wooden chair to
seat a doll dressed in white. The whole
garland was carried on poles.
The following additional verse was collected in
Chipperfield and recalls the earlier May Day
customs.
We have been rambling all the night
And nearly all the day,
And now we have returned again
And brought you a branch of May.
Images: Top: Kings Langley May Day Revels. Traffic was
stopped by fancy-dressed revellers demanding a ‘toll’ to be
paid. An Edwardian open-top double-decker omnibus (No. plate LH 8414) with solid tyres. This local bus ran between Marlowes and Apsley End via
Two Waters. Lower: - Kings Langley Maypole Dancers at the Priory. Both of these fantastic images are dated 1st May 1922, from the Kings Langley
Local History & Museum Society collection cared for by DHT.
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Throughout the 19 century on May Day the young girls of the village would take a branch of May blossom and call
upon the well-to-do houses, singing the May Day song and asking for a few pence and a drink. For the youngsters
this must have been an exciting event. The Kings Langley version was collected by Lucy Broadwood, re-written as a
hymn and published in 1907 with the tune named ‘Kings Langley’.
An account from Anne, wife of John Dickinson (owner of local papermaking mills) of Abbots Hill, records in her diary
st
entry for 1 May 1822 that ‘May girls came round by scores’. Her nephew John Evans, in 1840, was met by, ‘a small
band of village children with a doll enthroned in a flower decked chair. As soon as they saw him they bore down upon
him, and began to sing in shrill voices a lilting little song about a branch of May. He paid his pennies willingly and
went on his way in good heart.’
This May Day custom died out with the enforcement of compulsory schooling, and institutionalised activities such as
Maypole dancing, and later focusing on the May Queen processions. The old tradition of young girls ‘going a-Maying’,
was for so long a Springtime custom particularly strong in this area.
Based on articles from Kings Langley Local History & Museum Society and Herts Memories websites.

Foundling Hospital Boundary Markers
Hiding under a wooden dairy cart in the DHT Large
Object Store is a fairly plain lump of cast iron. For a
long time not paid much attention was paid to it, until
one of our volunteers (Robin) drew our attention to it
last year. It turned out to be very interesting.
In the 1920s the Foundling Hospital decided to open
a new school outside London where air was cleaner
and pupils could enjoy life in the extensive grounds.
Berkhamsted was chosen and they acquired what is
now Ashlyns School site, which was originally larger
than the current school campus.
Around the
Foundling Hospital estate were placed boundary

markers, which is exactly what this post
is.
Over the years some of the marker
posts have disappeared, but a good
many are still in situ. So if you have
ever seen one and wondered what it
was - now you know.
The boundary post in the Museum
Store belongs to the Berkhamsted
Local History & Museum Society.
Originally they had another post. The
second one had been discovered in
Plover Close, on the north side of the
school. Many years ago this artefact
was donated to the Coram Foundation
in London.
We would be interested to hear from you if know of any other posts around this area that we don’t know about.

Images: Top – Cast iron boundary post (with the words “Foundling Hospital Estate”) was discovered in Hilltop Road, and is part of
the Berkhamsted Local History & Museum Society (BLH&MS) collection. Collage of 4 images (l to r) – All four images are of the
remaining Hilltop Road boundary post, showing the wording and on the reverse the Pascal lamb emblem. Black & white images
(c.1980’s) from the BLH&MS collection. Collage of 3 images (l to r) – left & middle images are of a boundary post sited in Sugar
Lane, the right one is in Briary Way. Map – Showing the known locations of the remaining boundary posts.
Outside coloured images (taken 2019) and map courtesy of Robin Gee. Other items from BLH&MS collection cared for by DHT.

Our New Chair of the Board of Trustees
Welcome to Stephen Gill, our new Chair of the Board of Trustees, or ‘Steve’ as he prefers to be known.

Steve joined
DHT in January 2019 and was elected Chair last September. A long-term resident of Hemel Hempstead, he is
married with four grown up married children.
An engineer by background, Steve worked in buildings
and estates for many years, his last role before
retirement, was with the London Organising Committee
of the Olympic & Paralympic Games (LOCOG), where
he was responsible for managing the Public Realm of
the Olympic Park during the 2012 Olympic Games.
Prior to this, he spent ten years at the British Museum,
ultimately as Director of Visitors and Estates,
responsible for all of the non-curatorial operations of
the museum, major projects and special exhibitions.
He oversaw the staging of the First Emperor exhibition,
the museum’s second most popular exhibition of all
time.
As someone who has always been interested in local
history, Steve is passionate about preserving the diverse, rich and varied history of Dacorum and its towns and
villages. Since retiring, Steve is also an active member of the London & Middlesex Archaeological Society and has a
particular interest in the medieval history of the City of London and the protection of the City’s many listed buildings.
Steve is looking forward to working closely with all at DHT and with the local societies to help take the Trust forward as
the accredited organisation responsible for Dacorum’s rich heritage.
Steve Gill, Chairperson, DHT
Image: Supplied by S. Gill.

Curator’s Corner
Hertfordshire Year of Culture 2020 (also known as ‘HYOC2020’). This
is a year to showcase Hertfordshire as a county of creative and cultural
opportunity.
Fostering new partnerships and skill sharing between
organisations and practitioners, creating new activities locally. For more
information follow this link.
Collections Manager – Maternity Leave. Our Collections Manager Nina
Glencross will be taking maternity leave from the end of May 2020.
Everyone at DHT sends Nina and family our very best wishes for your
maternity leave and birth of your baby.
DHT’s Board Secretary Retires. Pam Gasking, currently our Board
Secretary, will be retiring from DHT after nearly 18 years of service. Her
st
last day with us will be Friday 1 May 2020. We are pleased to report that
Pam will remain as a volunteer. I’m sure we’ll all miss Pam in her working role, but wish her many happy years of
retirement.
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130,000 Records! One of our volunteers recently entered the 130,000 record on our cataloguing system MODES.
We have a large number of paper records in many bundles entitled ‘a collection of ...’ we are busy working through
this back-log accessioning items individually, allowing artefacts to be searched and identified, this is a very time
consuming, but important job.
Job Vacancy - Part-time Finance Administrator (two mornings a week). This is a new role within Dacorum
Heritage Trust the post will initially be for a fixed 6 month term. As the role develops and/or priorities and
requirements evolve the term of the contract could be extended. We are looking for an enthusiastic and selfmotivated person to join our small team. The post holder will provide administrative support for all the finance and
office functions of the charity. The ideal candidate will have experience working in a financial environment, and have
excellent attention of detail and the ability to multi-task. Experience with Sage 50 accounting software would be an
advantage but not essential as training will be given.
Email your CV and covering letter to Bev Walker, Finance & Office Manager finance@dacorumheritage.org.uk
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Armed Forces Day – Saturday 27 June 2020. Come along to our pop-up museum at this event in Gadebridge
Park, Hemel Hempstead. Check for cancellation nearer the time on social media or the local press.
Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ Scheme. DHT currently (and until May) are one of the
three charities in Tesco’s token scheme in their Hemel supermarkets. Including
the Tesco Extra at Jarman Park and also all six Express Stores at Warners End,
Highfield and Grovehill etc. If you’re shopping there please put your token (or
multiples tokens!) in our slot – thank you.
Assistant Collections Manager Appointed. We welcome our new Assistant
Collections Manager, Jenni Blackford (pictured below). She joined our team in
February. Jenni has a BA in
Archaeology and Anthropology
from Keble College, Oxford and
an MA in Museum Studies from
Leicester University. She has
previously held the posts of
Museum Curator at Bishop’s
Stortford Museum and Director
of St Albans Literary Festival.
More recently she has carried out freelance museum projects whilst
working in St Columba’s College Senior School library and raising
her three children. In her spare time Jenni is a volunteer leader with
St Albans Woodcraft Folk, a bookworm and keen indoor and outdoor
swimmer.
Jenni is looking forward to getting to know the collections at
Dacorum Heritage Trust and working with the team of staff,
volunteers and the local community. Her normal working hours will
be Tuesday and Thursday.
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DHT’s WWII Themed Pop-Up Museum – Friday 8 May 2020 (10
am. – 4 pm.) at Bovingdon Airfield – Free Admission. This Bank
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Holiday event will mark the 75 anniversary of Victory in Europe Day. Come and visit our WWII themed pop-up
museum at the VE Day 2020 celebration of Bovingdon Airfield, USAAF Station 112, and all those who served there
between August 1942 until 1946. We are expecting that this event will be cancelled or postponed; please check their
website in early May. More information can be found using this link.
Covid-19 Virus. Following UK Government advice to limit the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic the Board have
taken the decision to temporarily close The Museum Store in Berkhamsted to visitors, volunteers and staff. However,
staff will continue to work remotely from home wherever possible. The situation will be reviewed regularly.
Unfortunately, we will not be able to take any phone calls during this time, so should you need to contact the Trust,
please email info@dacorumheritage.org.uk, or, via our social media platforms.
We will not be able to answer any research enquiries for the
foreseeable future. Any requests received will be logged and we will
respond when the store re-opens. We have also had to temporarily
suspend the online book shop.
Our website and social media will be updated when circumstances
change. We apologise for any inconvenience this may caused.
‘Stockpiling Stories’ Project.
To help maintain community
engagement in the heritage of Dacorum during the restrictions imposed
by the coronavirus, we have created a new project titled ‘Stockpiling
Stories’. Information about this new project will be shared on our social
media and website. Full details of this project and how we propose to
interact with people within our community can be found on our website
Legacy Giving. Help us safeguard our collections for future generations by remembering Dacorum Heritage Trust in
your will when you review your bequests or when making your will. For more information see our website.
Join our Newsletter emailing list - contact the editor; in line with the GDPR your details will remain confidential.

EDITOR: Pam Gasking
newsletter@dacorumheritage.org.uk
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